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general. He had not yet worked out his later
plans. Earlier he had served on the Rothschild
Pensions Committee, and he had thrown all his
energies into that inquiry. He was ever study-
ing the problems of the land. But he kept a
mind open to details. In that year (1904-5) he
was storing impulse and collecting knowledge,
preparing for the great moment that lay ahead
of him.
That moment was now to come*
In December 1905 Mr. Balfour resigned, and
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman immediately
undertook to form a Ministry.
It was already clear that Mr. Lloyd George
must be a member of the new Cabinet. Sir
Henry offered him the Presidency of the Board
of Trade, and he accepted it. To the public
the appointment came as a surprise. It seemed
the last post for that brilliant parliamentary
free-lance, that gay leader of forlorn hopes.
They were to find that, behind that flashing
exterior,, there was a cooler personality, well
fitted for the control of the calmer and shrewder
side of our national life.